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Career and Technical Education, Skilled Workers in the Balance 

 

Arizona’s Joint Technical Education Districts (JTEDs) provide Career and Technical Education programs (CTE) to create a 

pipeline of skilled workers which is vital to attracting and retaining businesses in Arizona.  JTED/CTE students participate 

in programs that lead to employment in high-skill, high-wage, high-demand occupations or professions. In addition, 

these programs have been proven to significantly increase test scores, improve high school graduation rates, and move 

students to careers and college with greater success than any other model of education. 

 

 States across the nation are increasingly investing in CTE for good reason. In Washington, for every dollar 

invested in secondary CTE programs, taxpayers receive $9 in revenues and benefits. In Tennessee, at the 

secondary level, CTE program completers account for over $13 million in annual tax revenues. In Oklahoma, 

graduates of Moore Norman Technology Center’s full-time courses generate an additional $7.8 million in state 

sales and income tax over their lifetimes.  

 

 JTED/CTE programs are necessary to help fill the nation’s 2.5 million middle-skill level jobs that are coming 

online in 2017.  

 

 More than 100 school districts in Arizona have held special elections, and in each election an overwhelming 70% 

of voters elected to increase their own taxes to provide students with premier JTED/CTE programs.  

 

 Approximately 90% of the state’s CTE students are currently enrolled in JTED satellite programs, including those 

of the East Valley Institute of Technology (EVIT) member districts, established 23 years ago. The budget recently 

passed will cut 50% of the funding for the 90% of JTED/CTE students who are enrolled in these programs across 

Arizona.   

 

 The Tucson Unified School District received approximately $6 million in funding when the Pima County JTED was 

formed in 2008. Despite increased enrollment, funding cuts made during the past five years at the state level 

have reduced that funding 75% to $1.5 million, if the recently passed budget for 2016-17 is enacted.  

 

Language included in Arizona’s new budget financially penalizes school districts for providing CTE/JTED programs, and 

dis-incentivizes students from enrolling in programs including; aviation, medical professions, precision manufacturing, 

mining, solar energy, biosciences, information technology, engineering, and much more.  

 


