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 SB 1476 and HB 2678 cuts school district per pupil funding for all students enrolled in 

JTED/CTE programs below the level of funding Districts receive for non-JTED/CTE 

students. These bills will force Districts to not allow their students to enroll in highly 

successful, industry-driven programs due to the financial penalty created by this 

legislation. 

 

 More than 20,000 students are currently enrolled in Pima County JTED/CTE programs 

throughout the county, Rio Rico and San Manuel. The Pima County District works 

closely with hundreds of business and industry leaders to ensure that the curriculum and 

equipment prepares students to successfully enter the local workforce. 

 

 The Governor’s proposed budget will end approximately 50 programs that have been 

proven by independent research (including Harvard University, and the Morrison Institute 

at Arizona State University) to increase high school graduation rates by 24 percent, 

standardized test scores 30 percent, and provide a much-needed skilled workforce. 

Pima County JTED’s students are also more successful at entering careers and 

completing college. 

 

 The majority of our nation’s skilled workforce is reaching retirement age. Approximately 

2.5 million jobs that will be coming online in 2017 will require the middle-level skills that 

students can gain while enrolled in Pima County JTED’s CTE programs. Many students 

also earn college credit and high school credit, enabling them to become productive tax-

payers at a younger age.  

 

 More than 70 percent of voters in the 2006 November Pima County election, and voters 

in three other counties in Arizona, overwhelmingly approved the creation of a JTED 

District, agreeing to tax themselves at a higher rate, to provide the extra .25 ADM 

funding for premier Career and Technical Education Programs. Arizona’s legislators are 

contradicting the referendum passed by the people of Arizona to offer CTE programs in 

all traditional public high school districts belonging to a JTED.  

 

 Despite misinformation circulating among legislators, JTEDs by law cannot increase 

their local tax base, it is set on the assessed secondary property valuation.  

 


